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Valerie's Gallery, Newburyport

October 15, 2010

New jewelry by Jim Conley

Here are some photographs of Jim Conley's newest pieces. Above, a
sterling silver ring with an 18K yellow bezel set Gel opal and 18K
crowned disc accents, middle picture is a sterling silver ring with an
18K yellow bezel set pink sapphire, and a sterling silver 1.25" side
raised bracelet. And, Jim is here on Saturday mornings from 10 am to
12:30 for custom jewelry and repairs.
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Master jeweler Jim Conley to work with

Valerie's Gallery

Special

announcement -
- I'm pleased to
announce that Jim
Conley, goldsmith
and
silversmith,will be
working with us to
offer his jewelry
for sale, and to
providerepairs and
custom work. I've
long admired
Jim's quality
workmanship and
think this will be a
wonderful
addition to our
shop. He brings
expertise,
experience, solid
craftsmanship and
due to his previous
store, a following
of customers.
Many of you may
remember when

Jim owned Conley's Goldsmith in Market Square. After selling the
business, he took some needed time off and has decided to work once
again in a venue in Newburyport. Here is the link to the story about this
in today's Newburyport Daily News. Jim will be at Valerie's Gallery on
Saturday mornings for personal consultations and repairs

beginningMarch 21.

http://www.newburyportnews.com/punews/local_story 063224954 .ht

ml
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26 State Street Specializing in beautiful and unique, handmade
Newburyport, MA 01950 American crafts, artisan jewelry and local art

Contact

Art ’ Our Products: Jewelry > Jim Conley

Beach House
Clocks

Desk & Frames
Gift certificates
Glass

Jim Conley is a well-respected silversmith and goldsmith, who for many years owned Conley's Goldsmith in Newburyport. He has
designed pieces for Shreve, Crump & Lowe in Boston and Cartier's in New York. To see some of Jim's past and current jewelry,
visit our facebook page. All designs may be customized to your specific requirements. He can also work with you on original
pieces. Jim is also at the gallery on Saturday mornings 10 am to 1 pm. To order or discuss a custom piece please call the store
at 978-499-8444.

4€¢ Wedding and engagement rings
a€¢ All fine jewelry repairs - gold, silver, platinum
4€¢ Replacing clasps, length adjustments

a€¢ Ring sizing

Jewelry ’ 4€¢ Custom work

Kitchen a€¢ Melting old gold jewelry and creating a new piece
4€¢ Diamond and stone setting

Lamps a€¢ Diamond ring re-setting and repair
4€¢ Soldering

Pottery a€¢ Appraisals

Valerie's Shirts
Wood Birds

a€¢ Silver work (chalices, boxes, bookmarks, baby spoons)
a€¢ Hand-Engraving

No products have been assigned to this category.

Back

Fine American Cnﬁ:, jewe&y and, Art

Find us on Join Our E-mail List Watch videos about us
Facebook l ' ) and our artists

EAQ Contact Shop Art Cards. Desktop & Frames Glass Beach House Kitchen Wood Clocks Pottery Jewlery Videos
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Jim CONLEY SILVERSMITH

Taking a Traditional Art into the 21st Century

Jim Conley is a silver and goldsmith with over 25 yrs experience in this historical tradition. His
designs show a sophistication of style and skill. His aptitude for taking the finer elements of period
jewelry and melding them with modern sensibilities makes his work truly shine.

Jim can be found working Gallery in Newburyport on weekends, or in his fully

outfitted studio in East Kingston, NH.

Tel: 978.621.7333
Email: conleysgallery@msn.com

ILVERSHIPH
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Master Jeweler

Conley's Gallery
Newburyport, MA

Share

Let us do the work

Answer a few Get a quote from  If you want, get
questions about  this pro within 24 competing quotes
your needs hours from other pros

Request a Free Quote

About Conley's Gallery

| am a master goldsmith and silversmith. | made designer "mixed-
metals" jewelry with gems for Shreve, Crump & Low (Boston), and |
designed pieces for Cartier's (New York).

| have made for churches communion plates, chalices, and wine cups. |
custom made sterling lotus flower finger bowls for an Arabian sheikh,
sterling jewelry, different karat gold jewelry and hand made platinum
jewelry.

Over the years, jewelry stores and other designer jewelers have sent
me the jobs that they didn't have the skill to do for their customers. | am
known for my level and breadth of skill in hand making jewelry and
repairing jewelry, holloware, and flatware and for being able to access
gems from good commercial grade to the rarest and best quality
available.

Location
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Jd the J

Join our Community!

Our community is FREE to join. To participate you
must either login or register for an account.

Get our free e-mail newsletters

From Kingston, New Hampshire Private message

Member since January, 2009 Send friend request

103 contributed posts

Bead&Button (twice monthly)

Art Jewelry (twice monthly)
Profile Photos Favorites Friends BeadStyle (twice monthly)

Bead&Button Show (monthly)

By signing up | may also receive reader surveys and

occasional special offers from Art Jewlery, Bead&Button,
BeadStyle, or The Bead&Button Show. We do not sell, rent or
About J the J trade our e-mail lists.

| started making jewelry when | was 17. | apprenticed to an art jeweler on Cape Code working for for him gc
after school and through the summer. When | graduated from high school, | moved to Boston to go to
college for pre-med. There, | set up a work bench in my studio appartment, where | made jewelry and
sold it to stores around Cambridge and Boston to help with living expenses. After a few years of college |
realized that | wanted to be an artisan and so after that year ended, | sought out another apprenticeship
which | found in Newburyport, Ma. with the Old Newbury Crafters; a company of great artisans who hand
forged flatware, hand made tea sets and punch bowl sets and made a line of hand forged jewelry for the
top stores in the country. http://www.silvercrafters.com/index.htm This further pushed my skills and within
a couple of years desided to break out on my own. | then designed a few pieces for Cartiers in New
York and next started to design and make things (jewelry, misc flatware, gift items) for Shreve Crump
and Low in Boston. After several years focusing on making things for S C & low, | decieded to start my
own store. | found owning a store and all the requests that came in the door, motivated me to learn more
aspects of frabrication in all the noble metals and increase my skills in stone setting. | now do a lot of
work in platinum and pave' down to 1/2 pointers. | owned my store (Conley's Gold and Silversmiths) for
23 years where | also represented other artists in metal, glass, pottery, wood etc. A few years ago, after
my wife died after a long battle with cancer, | desided to sell the store and just create obects of art. | now
sell through Valerie's Gallery in Newburyport, Ma or people can call me directly (978-621-7333).
http://www.valeriesgalleries.com/conley.html http://www.facebook.com/valeriesgalleries?
v=photos#!/album.php?aid=147915&id=111665334435
http://www.facebook.com/valeriesgalleries#!/notes/valeries-gallery-newburyport/part-of-jim-conleys-
collection/405403447759 Thanks for visiting this page. Jim
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Jeweler's work returns to Port

By Victor Tine

NEWBURYPORT — When Jim Conley's wife died in 2005, Newburyport's premier goldsmith-silversmith
decided he needed a change.

Conley sold the jewelry store he had operated in Market Square since 1989 — and at other Newburyport locations
for five years before that.

"I needed a mental break," he said yesterday, seated in his Kingston, N.H., workshop. "I decided to sell the
business and do what I really enjoyed, goldsmithing and silversmithing."

On March 14, Conley will return to the downtown Newburyport retail scene by placing his works in Valerie's
Gallery at 26 State St. He'll also be available in the gallery Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to consult about
jewelry repairs and custom projects.

He described returning to Newburyport as "kind of what they call a sweet sorrow because of memories of my
wife."

Jim and Cathleen Conley had been together for 24 years when she died on Feb. 28, 2005, at 57. She was for many
years a clinical manager in the Anna Jaques Hospital recovery room.

Cathleen Conley had beaten cancer twice before, in 1983 and 1998, but she received a diagnosis in May 2004 of
bone cancer from which she would not recover.

But he also said "Newburyport is a little in my blood," because his great-grandfather had a pharmacy on State
Street in the 1880s.

Valerie Stainton, owner of the store, said she is "very excited about having Jim Conley's work here."
"Some of my customers have been Jim's customers, so it's a natural fit," she said.

Conley said that when he got the urge to come back to Newburyport, he knew he wanted to be in a setting where
a wide range of arts were represented, and Valerie's fit the bill.

"T walked around downtown, and I knew I wanted to be in a store with a nice clean look and that had a lot of
beautiful things by a lot of artists," he said.

Jim Conley, 58, has been a goldsmith-silversmith since high school. The Ipswich native apprenticed to an artisan
on Cape Cod. In college, where he started studying pre-medicine, he found he could earn money on the side by
making items of jewelry, something he found gratifying.

"I decided I was really enjoying the artistic side of myself," he said.

After a stint at Old Newbury Crafters, Conley started selling pieces to top-of-the-line stores, such Cartier in New
York and Shreve, Crump and Low in Boston.

He opened his own store, Conley's Goldsmiths Silversmiths, at Merrimac Landing in 1984, then moved briefly to
the Merrimac Street building that houses the Chamber of Commerce today before finally setting up shop in
Market Square for 16 years.

His arrangement with Valerie's Gallery will allow him to work on new pieces and still get an occasional taste of
retail.

"Selling the store was a good thing. It helped me clear my head and refocus," he said. "I enjoyed the store, my
customers and the people I worked with, but it took a tremendous amount of time. And then I wasn't at the
bench, and I'd miss that, too."

To consult Conley on _jewelry repairs or custom project, call 978-621-7333.
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Jeweler's work
returns to Port

By Victor Tine

NEWBURYPORT — When Jim Conley's wife
died in 2005, Newburyport's premier
goldsmith-silversmith decided he needed a
change.

Conley sold the jewelry store he had
operated in Market Square since 1989 —
and at other Newburyport locations for five
years before that.

"I needed a mental break," he said
yesterday, seated in his Kingston, N.H.,
workshop. "I decided to sell the business
and do what I really enjoyed, goldsmithing
and silversmithing."

On March 14, Conley will return to the
downtown Newburyport retail scene by
placing his works in Valerie's Gallery at 26
State St. He'll also be available in the
gallery Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. to consult about jewelry repairs and
custom projects.

He described returning to Newburyport as
"kind of what they call a sweet sorrow
because of memories of my wife."

Jim and Cathleen Conley had been
together for 24 years when she died on
Feb. 28, 2005, at 57. She was for many
years a clinical manager in the Anna
Jaques Hospital recovery room.

Cathleen Conley had beaten cancer twice
before, in 1983 and 1998, but she

received a diagnosis in May 2004 of bone
cancer from which she would not recover.

But he also said "Newburyport is a little in
my blood," because his great-grandfather
had a pharmacy on State Street in the
1880s.

Valerie Stainton, owner of the store, said
she is "very excited about having Jim
Conley's work here."

"Some of my customers have been Jim's
customers, so it's a natural fit," she said.

Conley said that when he got the urge to
come back to Newburyport, he knew he

wanted to be in a setting where a wide range of arts were represented, and Valerie's fit the bill.
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"I walked around downtown, and I knew I wanted to be in a store with a nice clean look and
that had a lot of beautiful things by a lot of artists," he said.

Jim Conley, 58, has been a goldsmith-silversmith since high school. The Ipswich native

apprenticed to an artisan on Cape Cod. In college, where he started studying pre-medicine, he

found he could earn money on the side by making items of jewelry, something he found

gratifying.

"I decided I was really enjoying the artistic side of myself," he said.

After a stint at Old Newbury Crafters, Conley started selling pieces to top-of-the-line stores,
such Cartier in New York and Shreve, Crump and Low in Boston.

He opened his own store, Conley's Goldsmiths Silversmiths, at Merrimac Landing in 1984, then

moved briefly to the Merrimac Street building that houses the Chamber of Commerce today
before finally setting up shop in Market Square for 16 years.

His arrangement with Valerie's Gallery will allow him to work on new pieces and still get an

occasional taste of retail.

"Selling the store was a good thing. It helped me clear my head and refocus," he said. "I
enjoyed the store, my customers and the people I worked with, but it took a tremendous
amount of time. And then I wasn't at the bench, and I'd miss that, too."

To consult Conley on jewelry repairs or custom project, call 978-621-7333.
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June 3, 2010

Part of Jim Conley's collection

Jim Conley and | were talking last weekend about his history in
Newburyport with Conley's Goldsmiths Silversmiths and the variety of
pieces he has made over the 20+ years for customers. In addition to
rings and jewelry, Jim has crafted a chalice for a local church, as well
as a beautiful commemorative box lined with zebra wood for a very
grand wedding. If you would like to have your own beautiful custom
piece made (like some of these people did), just let us know or stop
by to see Jim in person on most Saturday mornings 10-12:30.

L]

Labels: jim conley
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About Valerie's
Gallery

We are a shop in
Newburyport, Mass.
carrying a mix of art
and fine American
craft. This blog
highlights new work,
new artists, events,
and things that we
think you might be
interested in. For
more info, call (978)
499-8444 or visit us
at 26 State St.,
Newburyport, Mass.
or our website
valeriesgalleries.com

My Photo

B About Valerie

I'm a hobby artist
who occasionally
takes art classes,
most recently in
printmaking, pastels
and pottery.

View my complete
profile

Q and A Artist
Interviews

e Q & A with
Colleen Kidder

e Q & A with Deb
DeCicco
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