


DIETS OF GOLD AND SILVER. 

TIfOSB among us who Are sufficiently in the 
8unshine of fortune to pos.'ICSS golden luxuries 
-whether in the (ann of \,l_tcs or dish-co· 
TCrs" CAndlc!"ticks or Cllndc i\bra, racing-cups 
or presentation plates., watch-CMcs or watcb­
chains, ear ring� or finger.rings-:ue not fully 
aware of the IlOlicitudc with which Her Ma­
jesty's Parliament supervises the gold; to sec 
that it is of the right qMlity; to see-not, 
perhap� thl\t a.1I that glitters shan be �Id­
bUl that aU which is called �old shall h.ne 
&Orne KOrt of claim to th:l.t dc�ng nation. 

It is of old slAnding. this snpcrvising Autho­
rity oycr the goldsmith.,,- So long back M the 
reign of F.dwo.rd the First, An Act was pa.'!SCd 
tct seUle thi3 matter: to determine which, be-. 
tween two kinds of jewellery, shall be deemed . 
the re&I. Simon Pure. No article of gold or 
mlnr WILlI to I;>e mllde with a baser alloy tban ! 
tbose nllltled m the Act; and none should! pass into the market until it.s q uality had been 
-·sayed, and a leopw's heM stamped upon 
iL. The Wardens of the Ool(l.o\milh's Com. 
pany were empowered to go from shop to 
shop llmong tho goldsmiths., to ascertain that 
the gold empJoyod wa.'1 of the ri�ht U touch," 
or lI'oy. Then, Hcnry lhoSixth 8 Parliament 
enacted, among things relating to silver, tbat 
allail ... cr articles should be ancast as flne as 
OJ aterling;" that every workman or maker 
&bowd stamp hill mark on enry article; and 
&bat c't'ery maker's pri9'&te mark should be 
made known to the Gotdmniths' Company. 
Seteral earl, ch&rtcrs gan to thia powerful 
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